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Who remembers being forced to read George Orwell’s 1984 in middle school or high school?  
Maybe you’re an anarchist at heart or went through a phase and read it on your own.  It’s an 
enduring story but some of the details get lost as we tend to focus on the idea of Big Brother 
watching us.  To refresh everyone’s memory or introduce you to the book, there is a perpetual 
state of war between three super powers.  The main characters live in Oceania which has various 
ministries in charge of various aspects of life.  One is named the Ministry of Plenty which actually 
makes sure that people only have just what they need and create lies about scarcity and their 
enemies and so on.  People become satisfied with what they have, believing it is just the way 
things are because of how the world is.  Over 70 years old, this, and so many aspects of this novel 
are eerily familiar. 
 
How many of us believe we only have just enough in this world to get by?  How many of us think 
that things are just the way they are, because that’s the way it is?  What lies have we come to 
believe which keep us from truly seeing the world as it is: as God has created it?  I don’t know 
who told you there isn’t enough to go around but it was a lie, and we all know who is the father 
of all lies...  To believe there isn’t enough to go around is to disbelieve the sentiment expressed 
in our reading from Isaiah today. 
 
There is an invitation to anyone who is thirsty and anyone with no money to come and get what 
you need.  Of course, this is ridiculous because everything costs money.  Nothing in the world is 
free.  Except of course everything God has created.  But let’s go on.  Why the invitation to those 
without money and without water?  Remember that we are mainly talking about an agrarian 
society in the middle east.  Water is at a premium and people would completely rely on the 
climate to keep them alive.  A drought could mean the end of everything.  And the mention of 
money?  Remember, money is not held by everyone everywhere.  People in this region at this 
time still bartered for what they needed.  It’s like that Wurzels song: I got a Brand New Combine 
Harvester.  So those being addressed by the voice of God are people who have very little.  This 
utopian vision is meant to bring hope to people being crushed by great empires and brought 
down from within by corrupt kings.  There is plenty to go around if only everyone could remember 
what really feeds them.  Here we come to the line about spending on what truly satisfies.  Staying 
focused on God and living righteously will make them truly satisfied.  Nations will stream to them 
not because they are rich or powerful but because God has glorified them.  This passage defies 
conventional wisdom and brings us into the wisdom of God.  It puts to shame the world’s 
economy and replaces it with God’s instead. 
 
We hear these same sentiments from the mouth of Jesus when he talks about being the bread 
of life.  He asks throughout the gospels why people spend their money and their time on things 
that don’t really satisfy and points us to the love of God and neighbor instead.  In today’s gospel 
his actions remind us of what is truly important.  Here we have Jesus going off on his own because 
he has just heard the news that John the Baptist has been killed for speaking out against Herod.  
He wants to be alone to grieve, it seems.  But the crowd follows him and rather than hiding or 
telling them to go away Jesus has compassion on them.  We might think his disciples would follow 
this example but when challenged with the issue of feeding the hungry masses they want to send 
everyone away.  They ask Jesus what to do and Jesus says you feed them.  You feed them.  It is a 
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reminder to all Christians everywhere through history and even today, when we look to the divine 
for answers to our questions about caring for one another – feeding one another, the answer is: 
you feed them. 
 
Throughout the gospels, the disciples point us to the opposite of how we should behave and here 
is no exception.  Even after Jesus instructs them they stay despondent, so Jesus takes over.  And 
what we see here is a foreshadowing of the Last Supper in Matthew.  There is a pattern repeated 
in both places that we repeat each time we gather for Communion: taken, blessed, broken, 
shared.  As followers of Christ, we do well to follow this pattern laid out for us in the gospel of 
Matthew.  Were we to do this, the utopian vision of Isaiah would be a reality for our world.  Let’s 
look at the pattern... 
 
Taken.  More than implied is that something exists which can be taken.  It is a gift.  Indeed all of 
Creation is a gift which can be used for our good.  Blessed.  In gratitude for our gifts, we stop to 
acknowledge the Almighty and say thank you.  Not a single breath can be drawn without the 
generosity and love of God.  Broken.  In thanksgiving we imitate God’s generosity and divide what 
we have received.  Our desire to keep all things for ourselves should be broken.  Shared.  Just as 
God shares all things with us, we pass on God’s gifts to others.  This is the pattern of Holy 
Communion where St. Anselm says be what you have received.  Particularly as Episcopalians, this 
pattern should be familiar to us,.  It should be ingrained in us.  Who can be more generous than 
we are? 
 
Of course, like everyone else we struggle with our divine nature and the world that teaches us 
something else, particularly when it comes to generosity and our attitudes around money.  We 
are taught about scarcity when God is abundant.  This is one of the reasons we can’t have a 
healthy approach to managing Covid-19: our unhealthy views on work and money and our ideas 
about limited resources.  There is enough to go around and we have the ability to appeal to our 
better nature and do the right thing for the good of all people both at home and abroad.  It is 
very interesting to me that doctors are mostly concerned for people who have underlying health 
issues which can lead to comorbidity.  It plays almost like a metaphor where nations with 
preexisting health conditions morally, are seeing the pandemic take its toll in reality.  We are 
seeing the sicknesses in our society laid bare right before our very eyes.  And just the way if one’s 
body has weak points, the virus can do more damage, the virus is doing double damage because 
our society has weak points.  Which, in and of itself is sad but to live in a society with so many 
followers of Jesus Christ making up a majority of our population since the colonies were 
established and through today, it makes this reality all the more disheartening. 
 
But God always has the last laugh.  So there is always hope.  I find the hope in the work.  The 
work is to resist messages of scarcity and embrace the reality of God’s abundant goodness.  The 
work is to deny the lies which tell us there is not enough to go around and to live into the reality 
that there will always be more than we can ever need.  The work is to be generous which helps 
others see this reality as well, so we can all  live in hope together.  The work is to respond to 
Jesus’s command: you feed them. 
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