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Preaching is always a pastoral moment.  The preacher is asked to consider the state of the world, 
our community, our congregation, all in the context of eternity and the gospel and say a word 
that helps us all grow closer to God.  This week, that responsibility and process is at least as true 
as at any other moment for me, your preacher.  Something quite remarkable happened on the 
day of Epiphany which we celebrate this Sunday and it has created the context for our time 
together this day.  It has created the context for this sermon.  And what a context it is.  So that 
whereas we like to keep our sermons short and sweet in the Episcopal Church, you will have to 
forgive me, but I have a lot I feel I am called to say... 
 
On Epiphany, our assigned readings paint a picture of the powerful from around the world, 
flocking to Israel, who is the most powerful of all the nations, not because she has conquered 
them or defeated armies in battle, nor because she has the most wealth, but because she has 
demonstrated the most  compassion to those in need: For he shall deliver the poor who cries out 
in distress, and the oppressed who has no helper.  He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; he 
shall preserve the lives of the needy. He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, and 
dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 
When I ponder that last line, so engaging and poetic, I wonder about how dear the blood of 
George Floyd was in the eyes of God.  I would say, yes of course it was and it became precious in 
our eyes as well, for so many of us in this nation, not only because of his murder but the universal 
truth about innocence and victimhood.  People should never be victimized and certainly never 
by anyone granted authority.  Like King Herod, those granted authority have a higher standard 
to meet: kings, queens, presidents, clergy, teachers, and police.  When we fail to meet this 
standard there ought to be an outcry.  There ought to be a consequence.  There ought to be 
accountability. 
 
When George Floyd was murdered in the street, there was an outcry, and people demanded 
justice.  This gave me hope, but I will always be deeply saddened that 2,000 years after the Holy 
Family was visited by the Maggi and hunted by Herod, there were four people who did not see 
the light and love of Jesus Christ.  There were four people who displayed such a fundamental 
misunderstanding of the story of the Good Samaritan, that they callously pinned down another 
man until he died.  In other words, I am more disappointed in the Church than I will ever be in 
four police officers who abused their authority.  Somehow, through us, the Word is still not quite 
getting out. 
 
I would argue if we are not practicing a Christianity of compassion and self-sacrifice for the good 
of another then we are not practicing Christianity at all.  When Jesus is challenged later in 
Matthew by a lawyer, how do I inherit eternal life, he answers: to love your neighbor as yourself.  
And when that same situation arises in the gospel of Luke he continues with the story we know 
as the Good Samaritan.  In the gospels, from the mouth of Jesus the Messiah, we hear that in 
order to follow him, we must help those in need.  So that, conversely, if we are not helping those 
in need, we are not following Jesus the Messiah and certainly, if we are knowingly hurting others, 
we are far from the fold.   
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I saw this false kind of Christianity on full display on the Feat of Epiphany this week and the 
symbolism was not lost on me.  Just as our president sent off a mob to destroy in his name, so 
did Herod send off the wise men in hopes they would do his bidding.  But we know the difference: 
one group saw Jesus Christ and turned from evil while another did not.  All week I have seen 
many images of signs and flags at the failed insurrection which read: Jesus saves,  Jesus 2020, 
Jesus Trump, flags with Christian emblems, wooden crosses, alongside white supremacist/Nazi 
flags, and American flags with Nazi insignias in the center.  Such an unholy alliance on full display.  
Symbols mean something and deciding to ally oneself with others means something.  These were 
not Christian ideals on display by any means. 
 
I rarely use this language and never take it lightly when I do.  I take my cue here primarily from 
the gospel of Mark which frequently talks about Jesus exorcising demons and from a line in John’s 
gospel where Jesus says: now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 
cast out.  Indeed as a spiritual person, one who acknowledges there is more than meets the eye 
in existence all around us, I do believe we are always encompassed by what some call spiritual 
warfare.  I do believe powers of darkness exist.  And I believe they are at play in the political 
landscape all the time because there is great temptation when there is great power.  What human 
being can always resist even when they hope to achieve a greater good?  But on this day when 
King Herod features prominently, I speak more directly of Donald Trump and any who support 
him either through electing him or working with him in any way.  Any who have not completely 
rejected him as a leader have enabled him to dishonor anything good in this land.  This was on 
full display for no one to deny or repudiate this past week as a mob of domestic terrorists stormed 
the capitol building while congress was in session, after being incited by Donald Trump.  On full 
display was clearly the power of the demonic.   
 
What I mean by this can be explained by a native America proverb I’m sure many of us have 
heard: a girl asked her grandfather: why do I sometimes feel like there is struggle inside of me 
where I want to do hurtful things and other times I want to do kind things.  The grandfather 
replied there are two wolves inside of us all.  One is evil and one is good and they fight all the 
time.  The granddaughter asked: which will win, and the grandfather replied – the one we feed.  
Certainly we have a prayer of repentance and absolution every Sunday because we believe this 
to be true of our nature and thank God that through Jesus Christ we can be right with God in the 
end.  And certainly we can tell the difference between the wolves.  Anglican theologians like 
Richard Hooker and before him, Augustine and Aquinas refer to natural law to point out, like Paul 
does in Romans 2:15, that we are all born with a conscience and the ability to see God all around.  
But each will also say the Christian has a particular calling to follow Jesus Christ by loving even 
our enemy, setting a higher standard than even Natural Law may dictate.  So that above anyone 
else, the Christian should be able to spot the good wolf and the bad wolf and know which one to 
feed. 
 
When we have self-proclaimed Christians in positions of elected leadership who have received 
degrees from Harvard, Stanford, and Yale promoting lies and supporting one who is clearly a bad 
wolf, we see on full display what we can reasonably and easily call evil.  When we have pastors 
who have supposedly responded to a call as an ordained minister of the Word – the Word who 
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said to lay down one’s life for a friend, who gave us the story of the Good Samaritan, who died 
on the cross, then we know we are surrounded by false prophets and King Herods, like the hired 
hand who does not care for the sheep instead of the true shepherd who does lay down her life 
for the sheep.  This is  our current situation.  It is not a new situation.  Again, we are remembering 
the evil of King Herod today, but neither is the Christian message of repentance and salvation 
new, either.  We are hearing that message today as well. 
 
Do you know the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19 where he has such a change of heart that he says 
I will give back all I have defrauded even four times the amount and Jesus replies that today 
salvation has come to this house?  Not in some distant time after he dies.  Today.  From the 
mouth of Jesus we hear that we achieve salvation through true repentance that works to right 
our wrongs sincerely.  To commit a grievous sin is to require a proportional repentance.  Shame 
has been brought upon our land for many reasons throughout our nation’s history and this is only 
the latest.  And much of that shame has been perpetrated by the Body of Christ just as we saw 
once again this week.  The restoration of our righteousness before God in this land, therefore, 
begins with the Body of Christ.  Until that happens, we cannot be salt and light.  Until that 
happens, we can have no self-respect.  Until that happens we can have no credibility.  Until that 
happens we cannot be in full communion with one another and, I would argue, with God. 
 
So I call today for a season of repentance and reconciliation.  Now.  Not at the time of Lent.  The 
seasons of the Church year are set and they do not coincide with the times and so we remember 
Jesus’ words that man is not made for the sabbath but the sabbath is made for man.  We do not 
serve our traditions, our traditions serve us.  So it is appropriate that today we begin a time of 
repentance whatever the Church season.  A time of ashes and sackcloth.  For us all.  Because we 
pray for things done and left undone.  So if you have fed the bad wolf – repent.  And if you have 
ignored the bad wolf, hoping it would go away – repent.  If you didn’t think it meant anything 
and did nothing while others fed the bad wolf – repent.  If you have allowed the powers of 
darkness to fester and grow through your action or inaction – repent.  And if you don’t repent, 
stay home because there can be no reconciling without repenting.  Do not darken this hallowed 
hall as those who did to our nation’s capitol, with your lack of humility.  Do not shame the cross 
which reconciles us to God. 
 
Those who take this request to heart might reasonably ask: how can one make a right start at 
repentance?  First, understand that accountability to God and one another is essential.  We are 
a body.  We pray together.  So we repent together.  We hold each other accountable.  I offer two 
ways to be accountable before God that we have in Episcopal Church.  One is to make an 
appointment for the sacrament of penance or as we call it in the Book of Common Prayer: the 
Reconciliation of a Penitent.  Yes, we hear confessions in the Episcopal Church and grant 
absolution.  For many this is a cathartic experience that cleanses the soul and removes barriers 
that keep us from truly knowing God’s presence.  Confession is really good for the soul.  If this 
offends your sensibilities I would say: please reconsider and search your heart; it is most likely an 
issue with pride.  But this transformation can take some time so I offer the alternative of writing 
a letter about your repentance and either sending it to me, your priest, in confidence, or if you 
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can’t bring yourself to do that, just let me know you did it somehow: a note, an email, a phone 
call.  Repentance without accountability is not repentance. 
 
Being accountable in the presence of a priest sometimes helps us realize our accountability to 
God.  But there is also accountability to one another, an essential component to reconciling.  So 
another part of being accountable is to speak with, in all humility, any we can, to confess our sins 
and ask forgiveness.  Then, we have to be courageous enough, prophetic enough, Christlike 
enough, to invite others to repent with us.  I didn’t raid the capitol.  I did not mix white supremacy 
with Jesus.  I haven’t voted for nor supported Donald Trump.  There are things I am complicit in 
and there are others complicit in their own way who are fellow members of the Body of Christ.  
All of us must repent.  All must be held to account to start the process of reconciliation.   
 
Reconciliation will have many stages that will probably move in zig zags instead of a straight line.  
Step one I have mentioned today: admit to our failures and say them out loud.  Next, be like 
Zacchaeus and apologize for them sincerely not only in word but also in deed by seeing the hurt 
that has been caused, binding up those wounds, and then going the extra mile to make things 
right.  All the while allowing the Holy Spirit to transform our hearts so that we see things 
differently, leading to a new approach to life which is in greater conformity to the gospel 
message.  If you’re pondering this list you may realize that we do this all the time in our every 
day lives to mend relationships.  Now it is time to begin this in our national life. 
 
Reconciliation is hard work but it is good work. It is the work of the cross.  It is the work of the 
Christian.  Will you do this work with me?  Will you walk with Christ with me?  Will you forgive 
me, a sinner in the hands of a loving God?  Can we reconcile ourselves to one another and God 
through Christ Jesus our Lord? 
 
God of Grace and God of glory on thy people pour thy power. 
Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us, 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour. 
For the facing of this hour. 
 
Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore. 
Let the search for thy salvation 
be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour. 
For the facing of this hour. 
 
 
Amen. 
 


