
Lent 2 Year A, 2020 

Who has seen the very first Star Wars movie which ends with Luke Skywalker hearing a voice 
from his teacher Obi Wan Kenobi telling him to use the force as he turns off his guidance 
computer and takes a shot at the death star, which lands perfectly and wins the day?  It’s an 
iconic scene created by George Lucas who seems to understand very well the power of myth and 
religion.  He seems to understand the desire to trust in a greater force over our reliance on the 
tangible.  Or maybe he just read our lectionary readings this second week of Lent. 
 
The lectionary does a nice job of moving us through a progression in Christian thought which is 
all linked together and finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ.  Or better yet, in the lived experience 
of the Body of Christ.  We start with the passage from Genesis where Abram (soon to be upgraded 
to Abraham) gets his marching orders from God to move his whole life from the place where he 
has been raised and has become prosperous, and travel far away to settle in a land where he will 
be unknown.  It’s really a ridiculous idea.  Remember, this is the bronze age.  He can die from 
stubbing his toe.  But in saying yes, he becomes the one who decides to trust in God by taking 
the plunge.  Abraham becomes the father of faith.   
 
What Paul explains in his letter to the Romans is the reality that before Judaism becomes a 
formalized religion and relies on the Law of Moses, it begins with one who has faith.  Or we may 
want to see Abraham as an analogy for the chosen people which Paul opens up to us tangentially  
in Galatians.  It is ultimately the faith of Abraham or God’s chosen people that makes Judaism a 
reality.  And we should ever forget that.  We should ever forget faith.  Paul says to the Christians 
in Rome: God is not restricted by your religion.  Rather, the religion of the Jews teaches that 
above everything it is by faith that we live.  He explains that if Abraham is considered great in the 
eyes of all through the things he has done, then perhaps fine, but how can any of us be considered 
great in the eyes of the omnipotent and omniscient God?  God needs nothing from us but asks 
us for our faith – our trust.  In this we are seen as righteous.  None of us can follow the law to the 
tee but we can live righteously by having faith in God.  
 
Nicodemus struggles with this.  Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night, in the darkness. Nicodemus, 
a teacher, acknowledges Jesus to be a teacher.  So we give him credit for his openness and desire 
to move from one place to another particularly as one with authority.  Jesus conveys to him the 
necessity of “being born from above” to “see the kingdom of God”. This term “above” comes 
from the Greek anothen which is also translated as “anew” and “again.”  To be born anew or 
from above requires an experience of discontinuity – a break from the old and a movement into 
the new.  This can take on many forms and can be quite unpleasant.  An emotional break can be 
worse than breaking a bone.  Psychologically we resist it almost to our core, all the while, we 
know this is what our core craves.  Jesus asks us to be born anew not for the pain of the break 
but for the joy of renewal, the satisfaction of returning to wholeness. 
 
But this encounter concludes without resolution for Nicodemus. In coming to Jesus, he shows 
necessary openness, but restricted religious categories stifle his progress. Jesus abolishes such 
categories and challenges those he encounters to be in full relationship with God. There is hope 
for Nicodemus because he is open to trying, from moving out of darkness into light, and we might 
be able to identify with him.  His openness shows some understanding that faith is a process.  We 
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are challenged to wonder how we are like Nicodemus, set in our ways, but perhaps open to 
searching, and wishing for a deeper encounter with Jesus.  Will we push past the discomfort and 
listen to Jesus or stay as we are?  Will we walk away from the encounter changed or remain the 
same?  We pose this question to ourselves each time we pray or meet another in need, or 
perhaps take time to ponder the imponderables. 
 
Here is one way I have recently experienced the struggle of Nicodemus.  I am on a committee 
which works to improve how the Episcopal Church in Connecticut incorporates and appreciates 
young adults.  One person on the committee is an English major at Yale, and to be honest, I bristle 
a bit when she contributes at meetings, because she talks mostly about how we should be 
thinking of people who aren’t even Christian.   Part of my thinking goes: well, this is an Episcopal 
Church so just like if you don’t want hamburgers you shouldn’t go to McDonald’s maybe this isn’t 
the right place for you. I also wonder about the fact that the committee exists because we can’t 
seem to incorporate young adults into the life of the Church with church people, let alone those 
who don’t identify as Christian.  There are only so many hours in the day...  But when I take a 
deep breath, my eyes open to see that we have a seeker among us, perhaps not unlike a modern 
Nicodemus, and if I can be a bit more like Jesus, perhaps my open disposition can serve as a 
witness to the love of Christ rather than if I allow my own views and concerns to be front and 
center and chase someone away.  It takes a very deep breath.  It takes faith - trust in a God who 
sees more than I do.  So far it has been worth it. 
 
How many of us struggle with this notion of living by faith?  I would argue that we all do.  After 
all the term is better translated into the word trust.  Do we really live in such a way which 
demonstrates that in God we trust?  Of course we struggle with this.  We trust in modern 
medicine, our 401k’s, cell phones, cars, but we do not really trust in God.  The world can be topsy-
turvy and we want our lives to be stable.  We believe that stability comes from a safe nest or a 
lifestyle that suits us where we have all of our needs met.  So we save and invest and purchase 
and rely on the tangible and the temporal to ensure we are happy and healthy.  But not only do 
we neglect our trust in God as we buy into the American lifestyle, so many of us even use our 
religion, like Nicodemus, to create a way of life which makes us satisfied in ourselves rather than 
surrendering to God.  It is particularly easy to do this in a Catholic Christianity like ours because 
we allow the clergy and theologians to do most of the work for the community and as long as we 
show up on Sunday we are content that we have satisfied God.  Not unlike the ancient Jews who 
practiced ritual sacrifice and followed the Law of Moses.  Not unlike Nicodemus.  But Jesus calls 
us to something even greater.  Jesus calls us to faith – to trust in God. 
 
Karl Rahner says in his Theological Reflections that the Christian of the future will either be a 
mystic or will not exist at all.  This Lent we might wonder about our faith, our whole-hearted trust 
in God.  We might wonder about being a bit more mystical and a bit less devoted to the temporal.  
We might wonder about what it really looks like to take the plunge and trust in God. We might 
remember that it is all about destroying the death star and the only way to do that is to shut off 
our computers and trust the force. 


