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This week we have another great episode in the gospel involving Peter and Jesus but did you 
know this one about our famous duo?  Father Norton woke up Sunday morning and, realizing it 
was an exceptionally beautiful spring day, decided he just had to play golf, so he told the associate 
pastor that he was feeling sick and needed him to lead mass.  Father Norton headed out of town 
so he wouldn't meet anyone from the parish. He was alone. Everyone else was in church!  About 
this time, Saint Peter leaned over to the Lord while looking down from Heaven and exclaimed, 
"You're not going to let him get away with this, are you?"  The Lord sighed, and said, "No, I guess 
not." Just then Father Norton hit the ball and got a 420 yard hole in one!  St. Peter was astonished. 
He looked at the Lord and asked, "Why did you let him do that?" The Lord smiled and replied, 
"Who's he going to tell?" 
 
Sometimes it’s easy to let the moment take over and we forget the bigger picture.  Sure it can be 
fun to escape and play some golf on a beautiful day but it’s not really worth it if you can’t share 
the good time with someone else.  In the gospel today Peter forgets the big picture and lets the 
moment take over.  But Jesus brings him back.  Sometimes we all need Jesus to remind us of the 
big picture and bring us back. Peter wants only the grace and the glory but Jesus knows that in 
this world there is neither without the cross.  Even though we find joy and completion in the 
resurrection, a Christian theology without the cross is no theology at all.  Disneyland may be at 
the end of the road, but it still has to be travelled.  Peter loves Jesus and this love limits his vision.  
Jesus calls us to see everything as it truly is: the good, the bad, and the ugly.  Only this way do we 
tackle the problems and make a just world.  Admitting these imperfections is the beginning of 
self-sacrifice – the beginning of crucifixion or dying to self. To truly follow Jesus Peter must first 
die to self. 
 
Because of this, Peter reacts but he is supposed to respond.  In a moment of crisis like finding out 
the one you love will be killed it’s reasonable for someone to only think of themselves and want 
the person to be alive and well.  How can that be satanic?  But Jesus tells Peter not to take his 
eyes off the prize; in other words: remember the ineffable plan.  Maybe you saw a fun television 
series called Good Omens.  They play with the idea of angels and demons, and of course the 
apocalypse.  An angel who is a main character refers to the ineffable plan from time to time.  The 
plan beyond their knowing or saying and yet deep within their hearts.  Deep within everyone’s 
heart.  The challenge is not to forget the ineffable plan even in the midst of life.  To remember 
Thy will be done, not my will be done.  Easier said than done.  Even for a disciple of Christ. 
 
So we all need Jesus.  Throughout Matthew’s gospel we see Jesus set the example for all to follow.  
Satan dared Jesus to use his authority as Son of God for his own purposes instead of serving God’s 
mission in the world. He tempted Jesus to set his mind on human things rather than on the things 
of God like Jesus’ words to Peter in Matthew 16:23.  Jesus refused. Instead of hoarding bread 
made from stones to fill his own empty stomach, he fed the hungry multitudes. Instead of 
claiming the privileges of Sonship to call on God’s angels for his own benefit, he used his privilege 
to save, heal, and restore the lives of sick and marginalized people. Instead of grasping after 
worldly power and authority, he opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all.  He revealed what it looks 
like to serve in the ways of God. 
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Peter has just received the keys of the Kingdom but now he is putting his own thoughts ahead of 
the ways of God; he is no longer following.  This makes him a stumbling block—a hindrance to 
Jesus’ mission. So Jesus reminds Peter of the proper place for a follower.  When Jesus says get 
behind me Satan, the same phrase is used here as we see elsewhere to describe the relationship 
between disciple and teacher.  Jesus is saying to Peter that he has allowed himself to find a new 
teacher; one who teaches self-importance rather than self-sacrifice for the good of another.  He 
is reminding Peter how to truly find life and have it more abundantly.  He is reminding Peter and 
therefore all of us, how to order our lives properly.  In Matthew, the words for behind me or after 
me signify discipleship. The proper place for a disciple is behind Jesus, in the place of a follower.  
Jesus’ call to Simon Peter and the others: “follow me”, in a discourse about discipleship: 
“whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me,” are other examples of 
the same phrase.  In this week’s passage: “If any want to be my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”  
 
Where in our personal lives and in the world have we forgotten to order our lives well by 
following Jesus?  How have we forgotten the ineffable plan and replaced it with immediate 
gratification or goals that do not truly satisfy.  How have we forgotten that it is better to give than 
to receive?  The prophet Jeremiah seems to have lived with his eyes on the prize and it seems 
like it has not been easy for him just as it was not for Jesus.  The image of eating the word is one 
of taking it into the body and letting it transform the whole self: not mere lip service, but a 
genuine receptiveness to transformation that extends to every facet of one’s being in the world.  
He has eaten God’s word.  He is so consumed with living righteously that it burns him up inside 
and he has to proclaim the injustice he sees; and there is plenty of it all around him. 
 
The rich and powerful who have not been sorely oppressed after the Babylonian exile have been 
doing just fine as the rest of his people suffer greatly.  Just as in Jesus’ time where the Romans 
had conquered the region but some still did well.  How can one’s own people look at others 
suffering greatly particularly in a time of oppression by a foreign power, and be content that they 
are ok?  In both eras, great prophets pose the same question and call people back to God’s ways.  
For Jeremiah this almost costs him his life and leads to his imprisonment.  So we do not read this 
out of context when we see him ask God to bring retribution upon his enemies.  How would you 
feel if you asked people to remember their commitment to the wellbeing of our neighbors and 
they tried to kill you or threw you in jail to keep you quiet?   
 
But the passage ends with a message of hope that he can sustain this way of life and others will 
turn to him rather than he having to change his ways and be like them.  By staying the course, 
people will see God, they will see the ineffable plan and turn from their destruction. 
 
We are living through a time when we have to stay the course and remember the ineffable plan.  
We mustn’t let the fear of crucifixion overwhelm us.  Instead we keep our eyes on the prize and 
remember the power of love.  The power of love demonstrated on the cross and glorified in the 
resurrection.  The power of love which sees self-sacrifice as the way to true satisfaction.  The 
power of love which is the core of who we are as children of God.  The power of love which can 
make all things new. 
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