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We have quite a story this week, sometimes known as the dishonest steward.  It’s a parable, so 
it leaves room for interpretation.  But we can lean in a particular direction because Jesus brings 
it back around to a teaching about mercy.  So we are invited on this day to ponder the idea of 
mercy.  There is a pattern in the parable which makes a complete circle: master to slave, slave to 
debtors, slave to master. Like: God to us, we to those in need, us back to God.  We might 
reasonably wonder then: when the circle is complete and we stand before God, what will be our 
accounting?  Will we have imitated divine mercy?  What is divine mercy? 
 
Mercy is God’s primary disposition towards humankind.  Since every breath we draw in is a free 
gift from God, each time we breathe, we might wonder about not being able to even draw breath.  
And yet there it is, all day long, without any consideration.  Each time we inhale, God has shown 
us mercy.  In other words, divine mercy is free and considered a gift.  It seems God can’t help 
giving us gifts.  Having this understanding leads to considering its implications for life.  Since all 
we love has been created by God as a gift to us for our joy, when we mistreat one another or 
anything in all creation, we show a lack of gratitude for the gift.  Is gratitude not a better 
disposition than what we often see: I am the master of my own destiny who has worked hard to 
get what I deserve and if you are not doing well, you must not have worked hard enough, 
therefore you don’t deserve mercy.  Which attitude is more life giving?  Which attitude is more 
life affirming?  Which attitude is more in line with the nature of the Divine Creator? 
 
Just as importantly, which attitude will get us through this thing called life?  Even if we find it 
difficult to transcend our human frailties and strive to be like Christ, there is still enlightened self-
interest.  It’s not a bad runner up.  Enlightened self-interest understands that we can’t simply 
allow others to suffer.  In its extreme, the logical conclusion leads to dead bodies piling up in the 
street and then we all get diseases and die.  Enlightened self-interest understands that by giving 
up a little, I prevent a lot and that prevention has a positive impact on my life.  Or, it at least 
mitigates the negative impact on my life.  So, being merciful, even if it has nothing to do with 
God, is built into the system as the right way to go.  Like a moral physics.  And just like disobeying 
laws of physics, lacking mercy gets us in the end.  Therefore, mercy is a basic moral responsibility.  
 
So why withhold our mercy?  Pride. Since we know that to err is human, it is a simple reality of 
our mortal nature that we hurt one another, not showing mercy is a form of pride, which morally 
and theologically is considered one of the worst conditions found in the human temperament.  It 
is certainly not enlightened. But humility does enlighten us that we are part of an unfolding 
mystery greater than ourselves.  So we rejoice that God allows us to be part of something 
incredible as we approach, with a sober mind, the reality that exists far beyond us.  Therefore, if 
God has allowed me to be part of this incredible mystery, simply by virtue of my existence, then 
you and I are equal because God has invited you into this partnership as well.  In other words: 
really, what do I know or have more than you?  And if I know even a thousand times more by our 
human measuring, this should bring me to a place of understanding that by a divine measuring, 
I will only ever know very little.  Perhaps not unlike a timeline.  When I stretch all of history on a 
timeline, even great events and entire eras seem miniscule.  In this light, we are all coequal 
partners with an infinite God, just as psalm 139 shows: How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
how great is the sum of them! If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the 
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sand; to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  We may hold ourselves in high 
esteem and certainly it is good to love ourselves, but humility teaches that we are but specks and 
therefore mercy is our natural way of being. 
 
Considering mercy and self-esteem, in the course of Christian history in many ways we may have 
gone off track in our understanding of God’s mercy.  One way we still live with can be traced at 
least to Medieval Christianity and even during the Reformation, where Christians turned this holy 
way of being into an act of lifelong contrition.  We taught that above all else people had a fallen 
nature and Jesus Christ has stood in between us and the wrath of God.  This is one kind of 
atonement theory that is still pervasive today.  There is even a theological doctrine with a handful 
of variations known as total depravity.  For centuries, Christians made an artform of believing we 
are totally depraved, that still exists.  We certainly see it during Lent, and woven throughout the 
Book of Common Prayer is language that at least suggests we are fallen creatures in need of 
someone to intervene on our behalf or God will rain down justice.  What a fun religion...  This line 
of thinking – our theology has also had consequences for how we deal with those seeking mercy. 
Rather, we might stick with the healthier notion mentioned earlier, that because God has first 
shown mercy to us in all that we have and love, we should feel compelled to pass this mercy 
along.  Sure, once in a while we can pause to deeply reassess how we are doing in this life and 
where we might be more loving and kind.  Deep introspection is necessary from time to time and 
the result can often be a desire to be more Christ-like.  But the extreme of this is wallowing in 
shame and self-pity.  This is not of God who created the sun and stars, the birds, and flowers.  It 
is our way of life which stresses mercy which makes Christianity a religion worth practicing.  It is 
our desire to be merciful that makes us people who share good news. 
 
Hebrew scripture sets up mercy both as an imitation of God and a moral obligation.  Isaiah says: 
I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which he is to be praised, according to all 
the LORD has done for us-- yes, the many good things he has done for Israel, according to his 
compassion and many kindnesses.  Or in Zechariah: This is what the Lord Almighty said: 
'Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another.  And Jesus follows in this 
tradition.  How merciful are we?  Where do we see places in our lives and in the world where 
people need to be shown mercy either through forgiveness, or humble charity?  What can we do 
today to be more merciful? 
 
We are about to have a three part movie series here at St. Mark’s.  Outdoors, on a big screen to 
stay safely apart, there will be three super hero movies that address social issues.  We have some 
fun, be a bit less isolated, and maybe chew on some inspirational ideas.  It makes me wonder 
about comic characters who soak up power and then release it.  This is their super power.  And 
it’s ours.  We soak up God’s mercy in the air we breathe, the love we share, the world around us.  
We soak up God’s mercy in prayer and meditation and when we meet together as the Body of 
Christ.  We let it inspire and heal us.  We let it remind ourselves that we are wonderfully created 
in the image of God, beloved children of a loving Creator.  Then, after we have soaked up some 
Divine Mercy, we use this power to be merciful to others.  We spread this Good News so that 
everyone can remember they are beloved children of God.  Now that’s what I call a super power. 
 


