
Epiphany 2, Year B, 2021 

Jesus and the disciples walk into a restaurant and ask to have a table for 26.  The waiter says: but 
there are only 13 of you. They reply, yes, but we all like to sit on the same side of the table.  The 
meal goes as well as a meal can with everyone saying Jesus Christ every two minutes, and at the 
end, the bill comes and Jesus notices something off so he says: you guys ordered wine.  Really?  
This week is the second week after the Feast of the Epiphany where we see the disciples being 
called, so it’s just the right time to kick us off with a disciple joke.  All the readings in this season 
will be about revealing Jesus as a light to follow – a new epiphany for humankind.  We are all 
called to see the light of Christ and follow this light.  As the song goes, we are all called as those 
disciples long ago to say: I want to walk as the child of the light, I want to follow Jesus... 
 
Epiphanies are about being enlightened and seeing the world in a new way.  Stories in scripture 
where people respond to God’s call are also about seeing in a new way which leads to living in a 
new way.  Opening a new chapter in a person’s life: for Samuel, for the disciples, and for us.  So 
it is no small thing that we are gathered early in the new year, with a new president in our land, 
and a new priest at St. Paul’s.  This is a time of new beginnings for us all.  What I like most about 
new beginnings is the opportunity to allow God into our hearts and into our lives.  New 
beginnings are like springtime for the soul.  The ground has been tilled and we are ready for what 
may come.  What I am describing here is not an expectation that our desires will be met.  Rather, 
an open disposition to hearing what the Spirit is saying to us, God’s people.  The spiritual path is 
not about achieving, so much as it is about allowing.  Allowing God to rule in our hearts.  Allowing 
the light of Jesus Christ to shine through us. 
 
These are tricky times we are living through.  It can be easy to lose one’s temper or lose sight of 
what is good and true.  And in such a time, this is when the Christian has an opportunity to shine.  
We read in our collect today: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, 
may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to 
the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  The prayer which helps set the theme for 
today’s time together asks that we might be a light to the nations just as Christ is the light which 
shines in each of our hearts.  This is what it means to answer the call to be a disciple of Christ. 
 
We know that throughout the rest of the gospel story, those disciples courageous enough to 
follow Jesus were corrected each time they misunderstood what Jesus was about and when they 
forgot that they were followers – disciples of Jesus Christ.  In today’s gospel, Nathaniel kicks it off 
with such a question: can anything good come out of Nazareth?  This can happen to the best of 
us.  Today might be a good day to take a step back and prayerfully consider what it means to be 
a follower of Christ, to be a disciple, to serve the Prince of Peace, to have an open disposition, to 
let the light of Christ shine through us.  To live in such a way that we do not ask if anything good 
can come out of Nazareth but instead be the kind of person who invites others to come and see. 
 
Today is an exciting day full of potential.  It is the time for a new start.  It is a new beginning,  A 
time for answering a call once again.  I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus.  
And I want to do this with all of you.  And yes, it will be just fine if we all sit on the same side of 
the table... 


